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Morris Cruise Night - Downtown Morris
Every 2nd Saturday (June-October)

3 French Hens Country Market
Every 2nd Saturday (May-November)



City Meetings
During the summer months the Morris 
City Council meets once per month.  
Committee meetings are held on an 
as-needed basis.

All are held in the Community Room
700 N. Division St., Morris, IL 60450

October

November

September
21st Morris City Council 6:00PM

5th Morris City Council 6:00PM

19th Morris City Council 6:00PM

2nd Morris City Council 6:00PM

16th Morris City Council 6:00PM

Closed for the following Holidays:

Labor Day Monday, September 7th

Veteran’s Day Wednesday, November 11th

Thanksgiving Thursday, November 26th
and Friday, November 27th

Morris Municipal Services Building
700 N. Division St. • Morris IL, 60450

Hours: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM  Monday – Friday

Phone: (815) 942-0103

Email:  cityhall@morrisil.org

Mayor’s Office
815-942-5438

City Clerk
815-942-4026

City Treasurer
815-942-4108

Building & Zoning
815-942-1855

Business Development
815-941-3685

Morris Fire & Ambulance 
Non-Emergency
815-942-2830

Morris Police 
Non-Emergency
815-942-2131

Public Works Department
815-942-5063

Water Department
Billing/Questions
815-942-4026

Water Department 
Maintenance
815-942-2205

Morris Municipal Airport
815-942-1600

Morris Swimming Pool
815-942-2919

City Direct�y

Your Local Aldermen
Herb Wyeth
First Ward
hwyeth@morrisil.org

Jake Duvick
First Ward
jduvick@morrisil.org

Julian Houston
Second Ward
jhouston@morrisil.org

Dean Tambling
Second Ward
dtambling@morrisil.org

Carrie Hall
Third Ward
chall@morrisil.org

Alex Clubb
Third Ward
aclubb@morrisil.org

Jim Black
Fourth Ward
jblack@morrisil.org

Sarah Mettille
Fourth Ward
smettille@morrisil.org



Message from Mayor Chris Brown

As summer begins 
to wind down, one 
of my favorite times 
of the year arrives 
in Morris. Fall brings 
cooler temperatures, 
beautiful colors, and 
a renewed sense 
of community as 

residents and visitors come together 
to enjoy some of our most cherished 
traditions. It’s a season that reminds us why 
Morris is such a special place to call home.

One of the highlights of the season is the 
annual Grundy County Corn Festival, a 
tradition that has brought generations 
of families together. Whether you’re 
enjoying the parade, carnival rides, live 
entertainment, delicious food, or simply 
catching up with neighbors you haven’t 
seen in a while, the Corn Festival showcases 
the welcoming spirit that defines our 
community. It also provides a tremendous 
boost to our local businesses while 
giving visitors from across the region an 
opportunity to experience everything Morris 
has to offer.

Fall also means Friday night lights at 
Morris Community High School. There’s 
something special about gathering with 
friends and family to cheer on the team as 
they take the field. High school football is 
more than just a game, it’s a community 
tradition that brings people of all ages 
together in support of our student athletes. 
The excitement, school pride, and sense of 
community on display each Friday night 
are a reminder of what makes Morris such a 
close-knit town.

As the season continues, we begin looking 
ahead to another beloved tradition, Home 
for the Holidays. This annual celebration 

transforms our historic downtown into 
a festive destination filled with holiday 
decorations, shopping, entertainment, 
and family activities. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity to support our local merchants 
while creating lasting memories with loved 
ones. The holiday season truly shines in 
Morris, and Home for the Holidays is the 
perfect way to kick it off.

Of course, these events are only part of 
what makes fall in Morris so enjoyable. 
It’s also the perfect time to take a walk 
through one of our beautiful parks, explore 
our downtown shops and restaurants, or 
simply enjoy the changing leaves along the 
Illinois River and I & M Canal. The beauty 
of the season reminds us to slow down 
and appreciate the community we’ve built 
together.

On behalf of the City Council and our 
dedicated city staff, thank you for making 
Morris such a vibrant and welcoming 
community. I encourage everyone to go 
out, enjoy the many events and activities 
this fall, support our local businesses, and 
spend time with family, friends, 
and neighbors.

I look forward to seeing 
you around town 
this fall. It’s truly 
one of the best 
times of the year 
to experience 
everything 
Morris has to 
offer.
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PUBLIC WORKS POINTERS

The City of Morris will be distributing free leaf bags to residents 
in Upper Goold Park on Saturday, October 3rd from 8:00 AM 
to 12:00 PM or until supplies last.  There is a 10-bag limit per 
household.  In case of rain, the giveaway will be held at the 
Morris Public Works building located at 1420 N. Ashley Road.

Free Leaf Bag Pickup  •  Saturday, October 3rd

Republic Services will continue to pick up 
unlimited leaf and yard waste with your 
regular garbage collection through the 
last full week of November (November 

23rd – 28th due to the Thanksgiving 

holiday).  Yard waste should be placed 
in an approved lawn and leaf bag or 
garbage container which has the “Yard 
Waste Only” sticker.  Any changes to this 
schedule will be posted on the City of 
Morris Facebook page.

Yard Waste Pickup with 
Republic Services

The City of Morris prohibits the 
open burning of any yard waste 
which includes leaves, grass, brush, Christmas trees, 
tree clippings and other materials accumulated as 
a result of the maintenance of lawns and gardens.  
City ordinance states it is: “Unlawful for any person 
to burn or cause the combustion of any landscape 
waste or yard waste at any time with the corporate 
limits of the City of Morris.”  Yard waste burning 
significantly worsens air quality and the smoke can 
irritate the eyes, nose, throat and lungs, especially 
for those with a pre-existing condition. Please 
consider alternatives like the following:

· Curbside pickup in an approved bag or yard 
waste bin

· Morris Public Works collects bundled branches 
when placed curbside

· Composting or mulching is a great way to recycle 
green materials like lawn waste

Burning Yard Waste 
Prohibited Within 
City Limits

The Grundy County Land Use Department is hosting an electronic 
recycling and paper shredding event on Saturday, October 3rd from 8 
AM to 12 PM at the Grundy County Administration Building located at 
1320 Union Street.  The city will not be hosting their previously scheduled 
e-recycling event on Friday, October 16th at First America.  For any 
questions regarding this event or items accepted, please call 815-941-
3228 or 815-941-3229.

E-Recycling  •  Saturday, October 3rd



CHIEF CHAT

As we welcome another fall 
season, we’re also looking forward 
to one of Morris’ favorite traditions, 
the Grundy County Corn Festival. 
Each year, thousands of residents 
and visitors come together to 
enjoy the parade, carnival, live 
entertainment, great food, and everything our 
downtown has to offer. Keeping those events safe 
is one of the Morris Police Department’s highest 
priorities.

Our officers spend months preparing for Corn 
Festival and other large community events. We 
work closely with our local, county, state, and 
federal public safety partners to develop detailed 
safety plans, coordinate staffing, and review best 
practices so everyone can enjoy the festivities 
in a safe environment. While much of that work 
happens behind the scenes, it’s all done with one 
goal in mind: protecting our community.

As you enjoy Corn Festival, please remember 
that alcohol and pets are not permitted within 
the downtown festival area during the event. 
Your cooperation helps keep the festival safe and 
enjoyable for everyone.

We also ask everyone to remember one simple 
message: If you see something, say something. 
During an event that attracts thousands of people, 
you know what looks normal, and what doesn’t. If 
you notice suspicious activity, unattended bags, 
unsafe behavior, or anything else that seems out 
of the ordinary, don’t hesitate to notify an officer 
or call the Morris Police Department. We’d much 
rather investigate something that turns out to be 
nothing than miss an opportunity to prevent a 
serious incident.

The Morris Police Department continues to 
invest in technology that helps us respond more 
quickly and investigate incidents more effectively. 
Technology such as cameras and drones assist 
officers gather critical information when every 
second counts.  In addition, partnerships with 
residents and businesses strengthen our ability to 
keep Morris safe.

Thank you for doing your part to help make our 
community a safe and welcoming place. We look 
forward to seeing you this fall and wish everyone a 
fun, memorable, and safe Corn Festival.

Alicia Steffes
Police Chief 

FIRE SAFETY TIPS
Fire Prevention Week: 
October 4–10, 2026

Each October, communities across 
the country observe National Fire 
Prevention Week to raise awareness 
about fire safety and help families 
reduce the risk of home fires. This year’s 
theme, “Charge into Fire Safety: Safe 
Charging Is a Superpower,” highlights the importance 
of safely charging lithium-ion batteries found in phones, 
laptops, power tools, e-bikes, scooters, and many other 
everyday devices.

To help prevent battery fires, always use the charger 
provided with your device or one approved by the 
manufacturer. Charge devices on a hard, flat surface, 
not on beds, couches, or under pillows where heat can 
build up. If a battery becomes unusually hot, begins to 
swell, emits smoke, or has a strange odor, stop using it 
immediately. Once a device is fully charged, unplug it 
rather than leaving it connected for extended periods.

Fall Fire Safety Tips

As temperatures cool, it’s a great time to prepare your 
home for the season. Have your furnace inspected 
before cold weather arrives and always use fireplaces 
safely by never leaving a wood-burning fire unattended. 
If you’re using a backyard fire pit, place it on a level 
surface at least 20 feet away from homes, garages, 
decks, fences, or other structures.

When Daylight Saving Time ends this fall, remember 
to replace the batteries in your smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors and test each alarm to ensure it is 
working properly. Keep your smoke alarms up to date, 
they are your family’s first line of defense in a fire. Just 
as important, create and practice a home fire escape 
plan so everyone knows how to get out safely if a fire 
occurs.

Seasonal Safety Reminders

Fall yard work also brings additional safety concerns. 
Clean up fallen leaves to help prevent slips and falls and 
use extra caution when cleaning gutters. Always place 
your ladder on stable ground at about a 75-degree 
angle, and have another person hold the ladder while 
you climb whenever possible.

Residents are also reminded that burning landscape 
waste or yard waste, including leaves, is prohibited at 
all times within the City of Morris. Properly dispose of 
leaves through approved collection or composting 
methods instead of burning them.

Tracey Steffes
Fire Chief /Marshall



WEDNESDAY
Queen Coronation & Parade

Water Fights

Talent Show

Music Bingo

SATURDAY
Craft Show / Fleamarket

Morris Hospital 5K Run

Pickleball Tourney

Southern Jack Band

1989 (Taylor Swift tribute)

My 80s band

CRUEligans (Motley Crue Tribute)

THURSDAY

MCHS Band & Choir

Broken Record Band

Grundy Dance Schools perform

Frankfort Brass Band

Kashmir (Led Zeppelin Tribute)

SUNDAY
Antique Tractor and 

Farm Machinery Show

Rotaract Big Wheel Race

Corn Festival Parade

FRIDAY
Train Rides

Doug’s Dancers (Line Dancing)

River Road Trio Band

Wreckin’ Dixie Band

Billy Gray Band

2026 Festival  Schedule
September 23-27, 2026

“Let the 
Good Times 

Grow”

DAILY
Carnival • Petting Zoo • Pony Rides • Food Trucks



COMMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CITY RECOGNIZES OUTSTANDING TRACK 
ACHIEVEMENTS
At the July 20 City Council meeting, the City of Morris congratulated 

four local student athletes for their outstanding achievements at 

the state level. Three of the runners earned state championship 

titles, including Maverick McKerrow of Morris Grade School, who 

received IESA recognition for the Class 3A 7th Grade Boys Shot Put & 

Discuss event; Eli Musick of Morris Grade School, who received IESA 

recognition for the Class 3A 7th Grade Boys 100 Meter & 200 Meter 

Dash event; and Cuyler Swanson of Morris Community High School, who received IHSA recognition for 

the IHSA 1600 Meter Run event. The City also recognized Everett Swanson of Morris Community High 

School, who earned an IHSA state runner-up finish in the IHSA 3200 Meter Run event. The City of Morris 

congratulates all four runners on their hard work, dedication and exceptional accomplishments.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT RETURNED 
WITH A SPORTS THEME
The Morris Police Department hosted National Night Out at Goold 

Park on Tuesday, August 4th. This year’s event featured a sports theme 

and offered an evening of family-friendly fun for residents of all ages. 

Guests enjoyed free refreshments, sports-themed games and a variety 

of activities for both children and adults. National Night Out also gave 

residents an opportunity to meet local police officers and spend time 

with neighbors in a relaxed community setting. The Morris Police 

Department thanks everyone who attended, along with the officers, local 

sponsors and City staff who helped make this year’s event a success.

ENJOY A FRONT-ROW VIEW AT MORRIS 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT
Looking for a new place to enjoy a picnic and spend time outdoors? 

A new pavilion is now open to the public at Morris Municipal Airport, 

offering residents and visitors a unique place to relax and enjoy the day. 

The pavilion provides a comfortable spot to bring lunch, spend time 

with family and friends, and watch planes arrive and depart. Whether you are an aviation enthusiast 

or simply looking for a different place to enjoy the outdoors, the new pavilion is a welcoming addition 

to the airport. The public is encouraged to stop by, enjoy the space and experience Morris Municipal 

Airport from a new perspective.

VETERANS LUNCHEON BRINGS 
COMMUNITY TOGETHER
The City of Morris was honored to host a Veterans Luncheon on June 

12th at the new Public Works building. Approximately thirty local 

veterans and their guests attended the event. Guests enjoyed lunch 

prepared by the Morris BBQ Association while spending time visiting 

with fellow veterans, family members and City representatives. The 

City of Morris thanks all veterans for attending the event and for their 

service and sacrifice to our country.



The future of downtown 

Morris may begin with 

reimagining its most 

familiar street.

Liberty Street, the main 

thoroughfare through 

our historic downtown 

shopping and dining 

district, needs renovation. Rebuilding the road 

and removing the crown in the center presents 

an opportunity to address longstanding 

infrastructure issues and integrate modern 

amenities. The downtown ecosystem includes 

many layers; it is home to businesses, historic 

properties, special events, public space and 

more. Therefore, community engagement is 

central to planning and prioritizing work on 

Liberty Street.

While the project has been in discussions for 

years, a competitive grant is helping bring it to 

fruition. With support from the Grundy County 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry and Morris 

Restaurant & Retail Association, the City of Morris 

received a Rebuild Downtown and Main Streets 

grant from the Illinois Department of Commerce 

and Economic Opportunity in summer 2025. The 

grant will help fund streetscape improvements 

identified in the Downtown Master Plan adopted 

by the city in 2020. The plan includes bump 

outs at four intersections, which create room 

for seating, plants, and outdoor dining, while 

improving pedestrian safety. Construction 

of these new assets presents a chance to 

modernize utilities above and below ground, 

beautify the historic district, and bring the area 

to Americans with Disability Act (ADA) standards 

so it is accessible.

Surveying and preliminary engineering began 

earlier this year, and a volunteer steering 

committee formed in the spring. Nearly 800 

residents and visitors completed a project 

survey to help prioritize features and outcomes. 

Additionally, stakeholder meetings were held with 

downtown event hosts, city public works and local 

utility experts, and public safety officials. The data 

sets from these sources are significant. Narrowing 

the focus will be an arduous and community-

driven process.

Residents, visitors, and local property owners are 

invited to attend the first public open house on 

the project September 8th from 5-7PM at Morris 

City Hall. Consultants from Terra Engineering 

will share early plans and introduce concepts in 

order to gather feedback. This is an important 

step in the planning process. All are welcome and 

encouraged to attend.

To learn more about the Liberty Street Renovation, 

visit www.morrisdowntown.com/ and follow @City 

of Morris, IL and @Visit Morris, IL on Facebook.

The project ahead will require patience and 

collaboration. The result will be stronger 

downtown for years to come. Please join us in 

shaping the future of Liberty Street.

THE LIBERTY STREET RENOVATION WILL SPAN FROM STOREFRONT TO STOREFRONT AND 
AIMS TO ADDRESS UTILITIES, HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY, AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SPOTLIGHT

Julie Wilkinson
Business Development 

Director



SHOP, DINE, SUPPORT LOCAL
Look no further than Morris. Check out our 
extensive business directory!

www.morrisil.org/business-directory

Special Events
Visit us online at morrisil.org and follow us on social media 
to see more info and updates on these and future events!

October
a 3-4th  Morris Lions Club Car Show 
  Grundy Co. Fairgrounds

s 10th 3 French Hens Market Downtown Morris

a 10th Morris Cruise Night Downtown Morris

s 23rd Witches Night Out Downtown Morris
This popular night of spooky sipping and shopping returns!

November

s 28th Small Business Saturday
Featuring the Holly Jolly Sip & Stroll Downtown Morris

s 13-14th  3 French Hens Holiday Market
Jennifer’s Garden 

November 27th - 29th
Home for the Holidays - Downtown Morris

Featuring the Lighted Holiday Parade, 

Santa and his reindeer, Home & Holiday Walk, 

Carriage Rides, and more!

December
s 11th Midnight in Morris Downtown Morris

e 12th Holiday in the Hall
Family Christmas Event Morris City Hall 

s 13th Winterfest Market Downtown Morris 

s 18th Holiday Magic in the Windows Downtown
Late-night shopping and lively window displays                  Morris

Visit online at morrisil.org/visitmorris
and follow @VisitMorrisIL on social media

Meet Me in M�ris!

Event information 
is subject to change. 

Scan QR code or check 
the event social media 

for updates.

NOV

28



SOCCER BOYS - VARSITY

TENNIS GIRLS - VARSITY

Date Event/Opponent H/A

8/24/2026 Manteno Away

8/26/2026 Herscher Home

8/29/2026 Coal City Shootout - Peotone Away

9/1/2026 Somonauk - Jr High Night Home

9/3/2026 Joliet Catholic Home

9/5/2026 Sandwich Away

9/9/2026 Ottawa Away

9/14/2026 Rochelle Home

9/17/2026 Kaneland Home

9/19/2026 Coal City Away

9/21/2026 Sycamore Away

9/23/2026 Lasalle Peru Home

9/28/2026 Ottawa Home

9/30/2026 Rochelle Away

10/3/2026 Dixon Home

10/5/2026 Kaneland Away

10/7/2026 Sycamore Home

10/12/2026 Lasalle Peru Away

10/14/2026 Streator Away

10/19/2026 Plainfield South Away

10/21/2026 IHSA Regionals TBA

Date Event/Opponent H/A

8/21/2026 Ottawa Night Lite Invite Away

8/22/2026 Lincoln Way Central Quad Away

8/24/2026 Coal City Away

8/25/2026 Minooka Home

9/1/2026 Ottawa Away

9/8/2026 Rochelle Home

9/10/2026 Yorkville Home

9/12/2026 Lincoln-Way East Invite Away

9/14/2026 Oswego Away

9/15/2026 Kaneland Home

9/19/2026 Lockport Invitational Away

9/21/2026 Lincoln Way Central Home

9/22/2026 Sycamore Away

9/26/2026 Lemont Invitational Away

9/28/2026 Pontiac Away

9/29/2026 Lasalle Peru Away

10/5/2026 Princeton Away

10/10/2026 I8 Varsity Tournament Away

10/16/2026 IHSA Sectionals TBA

10/22/2026 IHSA State TBA

FOOTBALL - VARSITY
Date Event/Opponent H/A

8/21/2026 Lemont Home

8/28/2026 Coal City Away

9/4/2026 Simeon Career Academy Home

9/11/2026 Kaneland - Homecoming Home

9/18/2026 Rochelle Away

9/25/2026 Ottawa - Senior Night Home

10/2/2026 Sycamore Away

10/9/2026 Lasalle Peru Away

10/16/2026 Cahokia Away

10/24/2026 IHSA Playoffs TBA

GOLF BOYS - VARSITY
Date Event/Opponent H/A

8/13/2026 Sandwich Golf Invite

 Edgebrook GC Away

8/15/2026 Homewood Flossmor Best Ball Invite 

 Odyssey GC Away

8/17/2026 Plainfield North Invite

 White Tail Ridge Away

8/18/2026 Ottawa - Deer Park CC Away

8/19/2026 Rochelle - The Creek Home

8/25/2026 Panther Scramble

 Blackberry Oaks GC Away

8/26/2026 Seneca & Coal City - The Creek Home

9/1/2026 Kaneland - The Creek Home

9/3/2026 LaSalle-Peru Invite

 Senica’s Oak Ridge GC Away

9/8/2026 Sycamore - Sycamore GC Away

9/9/2026 Newark - The Creek Home

9/14/2026 Ottawa Invite - Deer Park CC Away

9/16/2026 Lasalle Peru Away

9/17/2026 Ottawa & Lockport - Morris CC Home

9/21/2026 I8 Conference Tournament

 Kishwaukee Country Club Away

9/24/2026 Dwight Invite

 2 Man Scramble - Dwight CC Away

9/26/2026 Ryder Cup Tournament

 Mendota GC Away

9/30/2026 IHSA Regional Away

10/5/2026 IHSA Sectional Away

10/9/2026 IHSA State Away

CROSS COUNTRY GIRLS - VARSITY
Date Event/Opponent H/A

8/26/2026 Early Bird Invite Home

9/2/2026 Irish Conditioner

 Bishop McNamara Away

9/4/2026 Twilight in the Woods Invite

 Seneca Away

9/5/2026 Vicky Piela Invitational Away

9/12/2026 First to the Finish Invite Away

9/19/2026 Eddington Invitational Away

9/29/2026 El Paso - Gridley Invite Away

10/6/2026 Knights Handicap Meet Away

10/10/2026 PC Invite Away

10/17/2026 I8 Conference Meet Away

10/24/2026 IHSA Regionals TBA

10/31/2026 IHSA Sectional TBA

11/7/2026 IHSA State Championship TBA

CROSS COUNTRY BOYS - VARSITY
Date Event/Opponent H/A

8/26/2026 Early Bird Invite Home

9/2/2026 Irish Conditioner

 Bishop McNamara Away

9/4/2026 Twilight in the Woods Invite

 Seneca Away

9/5/2026 Vicky Piela Invitational Away

9/12/2026 First to the Finish Invite Away

9/19/2026 Eddington Invitational Away

9/29/2026 El Paso - Gridley Invite Away

10/6/2026 Knights Handicap Meet Away

10/10/2026 PC Invite Away

10/17/2026 I8 Conference Meet Away

10/24/2026 IHSA Regionals TBA

10/31/2026 IHSA Sectional TBA

11/7/2026 IHSA State Championship TBA

MCHS SPORTS SCHEDULES

VOLLEYBALL GIRLS - VARSITY
Date Event/Opponent H/A

8/24/2026 Manteno Away

8/25/2026 Pontiac Home

8/27/2026 Coal City Away

8/29/2026 Wilmington Invite Away

9/1/2026 Plainfield North Home

9/2/2026 Evergreen Park Invite Away

9/3/2026 Bradley-bourbonnais Away

9/5/2026 Evergreen Park Invite Away

9/10/2026 Joliet Catholic Away

9/14/2026 Seneca Home

9/15/2026 Ottawa Away

9/17/2026 Sandwich Away

9/22/2026 Rochelle Home

9/24/2026 Plano Home

9/28/2026 Plainfield South Home

9/29/2026 Kaneland Home

10/1/2026 Sycamore Away

10/5/2026 Plainfield Central Away

10/6/2026 Lasalle Peru Home

10/8/2026 Ottawa Home

10/13/2026 Rochelle Away

10/15/2026 Kaneland Away

10/17/2026 Seneca Invitational Away

10/19/2026 Princeton Home

10/20/2026 Sycamore Home

10/22/2026 Lasalle Peru Away

10/27/2026 IHSA Regionals TBA

10/29/2026 IHSA Regional Championship TBA



AROUND THE TOWN

CITY RECOGNIZES RETIREE FOR 
40+ YEARS OF SERVICE
The City of Morris extends its sincere appreciation to Deb 
Miller as she retires from her role as a crossing guard.  She 
was recognized at the June Morris City Council Meeting for 
her 40+ years of service as a crossing guard.  Throughout 
her years of service, Deb has been a familiar and friendly 
face to Morris students and families, helping children 
safely make their way to and from school each day. Her 
dependability, kindness, and commitment to keeping 
our students safe have made her a valued member of our 
community. We thank Deb for her dedicated service to the City of Morris and wish her all the best 
as she begins this well-deserved next chapter. Congratulations on your retirement, Deb!

CITY HONORS RETIRING K9 NIKO
The City of Morris wishes a happy and well-deserved 
retirement to K9 Niko, who has faithfully served our 
community alongside his handling partner, Officer Mark 
Vanderploeg.  Throughout his career, Niko has been a 
valued member of the Morris Police Department and 
a trusted partner to Officer Vanderploeg. His service, 
loyalty, and dedication have made a lasting impact on 
the department and the community he helped protect.  
In retirement, Niko will continue to be right where he 
belongs, at home with Officer Vanderploeg and his 
family, enjoying plenty of relaxation, treats, and time with 
those who know him best.  Thank you, K9 Niko, for your 
dedicated service to the City of Morris. We wish you a 
long, happy, and treat-filled retirement!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
2026 MAYOR BROWN 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!
Mayor Chris Brown was proud to 
recognize this year’s Mayor Brown 
Community Scholarship recipients 
during the State of the City, hosted 
by the Grundy County Chamber of 
Commerce on Wednesday, August 
5.  Congratulations to Kylie Overbeck 
($2,500), Jaxen Wiers, and Addison Lanahan ($1,000 each) on being chosen as this year’s recipients.  
Students are chosen based on academic achievements, leadership, and volunteerism in the 
community.  These scholarships are made possible through the generous support of local Edward 
Jones financial representatives JR Hock, Jim Feeney, Austin Feeney, Grant Whybark, Mike Wright 
and Mike Pfaff, along with the Grundy County Chamber of Commerce and Mayor Chris Brown.  
Congratulations to Kylie, Jaxen and Addison! We wish you continued success as you pursue your 
education and future goals.
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The City of Morris extends a heartfelt thank you to our 2026 Summer Sponsors for investing in our 
community and helping create memorable experiences for residents and visitors alike. 

Your generous support helps make so many of our favorite summer traditions possible, from the 
Liberty Arts Festival, Rock the Park, and Movies in the Park to seasonal amenities at the Morris City Pool. 

Your partnership helps fund free concerts, outdoor movies, arts programming, recreational 
opportunities, and community events that bring people together all summer long.

These events create lasting memories, support community connections, and highlight 
the best of Morris. Thank you for helping make another unforgettable summer possible.

THANK YOU TO OUR 2026 SUMMER SPONSORS!


